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Mennonite Madness
Well  not  quite  madness,  but  we  did 
thoroughly  enjoy  a  getaway  during  the 
election  madness-induced  house  arrest  to 
the  Mennonite  Guesthouse.  We  were 
referred  here  by  Joel’s  cousin  Jotham who 
enjoyed  it  as  his  retreat  haven  during  his 
time in  Kenya.  The green (which we don’t 
have much of  near  our  house),  homemade 
granola,  excellent  library  and  close 
proximity made for a great getaway. It was 
here that we started getting hooked pirated 
versions  of  the  TV  show  24  in  which 
complete seasons are sold on the streets of 
Nairobi for $1.50. 

Month of drop ins
Our American nature was put to the test as 
our  work  was  stifled  during  the  month  of 
January due to conflict in surrounding areas. 
We learned to stock up on chai and bread as 
many  people  wandered  over  to  our  house 
seeking a  safe  haven.  While  CTM was  not 
“out in the field” much during this time, we 
realized the importance of our network and 
support  as  many people  sought  a gracious 
space to find refuge, encouragement and to 
talk  through pressing issues.  This  was  the 
period of time that we went nuts as it wasn’t 
very safe for us to leave the house and we 
were encouraged not to visit leaders in our 
network as it could put them at danger for 
being  seen  with  a  white  person  (seen  as 
someone  who  has  something  to  offer). 
Perhaps  it  was  during  this  humbling  time 
that CTM was at it’s finest, being an outlet 
for  grassroots  leaders  dealing  with 
extremely difficult times.

Gabi’s Birthday
Gabi passed the 5 
year mark in early 
February.  We 
enjoyed  spending 
time with 
friends and family 
at  this  time  and 
even  got  to  see 
people who we hadn’t  seen since Samara’s 
birthday in September. It was an interesting 
day  for  us  as  it  took  us  on  a  trip  down 
memory  lane  to  our  first  few  days  when 
everything was so fresh and new, yet now we 
have  been  accustomed  to.  For  example: 
cutting the cake in small pieces and having 
the birthday girl pass it out, singing different 
renditions  of  “Happy  birthday”  and  most 
people not bringing gifts for Gabi.

The world is small
So funny story: When Mandy got a job at the 
International  School  of  Kenya,  she  learned 
that she would be sharing the position with 
Julie,  a woman from Canada. Julie and her 
husband Peter have been here for 18 months 
attempting to process the adoption of their 
son  Nathan.  We  ended  up  learning  that 
Peter’s  sister  worked  with  Joel’s  cousin  in 
Western  Kenya  and  that  Peter  has  worked 

with Joel’s high school 
alma matter in taking 
high  school  students 
to  Kenya.  Anyways, 
Peter  and  Julie 
officially  adopted 
their son Nathan after 
a  year  and  a  half  in 
the  courts,  family 
visits,  etc.  Kenya  has 
a  policy  in  which  all 
people  wanting  to 
adopt  a  Kenyan child 

must  be  in  the  country  for  at  least  three 
months.  While  it  may  be  a  deterrent  for 
some, it makes a great deal of sense in that 
adopting  families  understand  the  context 
that their child is coming from.  

Going crazy under post-election “house arrest”!

Turning the Big 5!

Happy Adoption Day!
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Seattle meets Nairobi
After  an  era  of  unknowns,  we  are  moving 
forward  in  launching  a  joint  masters  level 

program  between  Carlile 
College  in  Nairobi,  CTM  and 
Bakke  Graduate  University  in 
Seattle,  Washington.  The 
program  will  focus  on  urban 
mission and allow pastors  and 
leaders to apply their practical 
research  while  developing  an 
understanding  of  missional 
theory.  This is a huge step for 

CTM as we try to equip grassroots leaders 
with necessary tools  and decrease the gap 
between mainstream “educated” pastors and 
those  that  have  not  participated  in 
substantial formalized training. The program 
is designed to be 
taken  here  in 
Nairobi  through 
local  faculty 
members  who 
have  a  firm 
understanding of 
transformational work in the slums. We are 
currently set to launch the program in June.
 
Partnership
While some things felt  stagnant during the 
election turbulence, an opportunity emerged 
that will likely play an important role in the 
future of CTM. Although much of our work is 
focused  on  grassroots  leaders  and  pastors 
serving in the slums, CTM also seeks to play 
a  role  in 
developing 
urban  youth. 
We  are  in  the 
process  of 
discerning  a 
partnership 
with  three 
organizations 
(Mathare 
Inspiration 
Center, Dagoretti 4 Kids and Real Stars) that 
will  compliment  one  another’s  work  in 
developing youth growing up in hard places. 
Our  goal  is  to  consider  how  these 
independent organizations might be able to 
compliment one another’s work and be able 

to  access  human  and  financial  resources 
more readily through a defined partnership. 
The approach is holistic in nature,  using a 
framework of formal education, mentorship, 
life skills and spiritual development and job 
placement  while  attempting  to  bridge  the 
exposed  tribal  divides  of  these  times  in 
Kenya. We will keep you posted in how this 
partnership is moving forward.

Frisbee
Some of  you  might  know that  Mandy  is  a 
Frisbee  junky.  Since  our  second  week  in 
Kenya,  we  have  played  Frisbee  two 
times/week with a group of Kenyans/expats 
at  Mandy’s  school.  Frisbee has become an 
important  component  of  our  lives  here-
physically  and  socially.  Our  “important” 
contacts at Frisbee (ie. The US ambassador’s 
son  and  the  deputy  commander  at  the 
Canadian High Commission) eased our fears 
a  bit  during  election  time  as  they  offered 
safe  places  to  stay  and  to  assist  in  our 
evacuation  plan.  We are  currently  working 
on  organizing  a  Frisbee  tournament  in 
Nairobi in partnership with Dagoretti 4 Kids, 
a street kids ministry to initiate funding for 
some of their new programs. If you want to 
learn more about  the tourney,  we’ve got  a 
http://kenyaultimate.blogspot.com/!
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Dag 4 Kids computer part artwork

Soccer players make good frisbee players!
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